
2020
2021
2020
2021

CIRCLE DE LUZ
ANNUAL REPORT

WWW.CIRCLEDELUZ.ORG

https://www.youtube.com/user/CircledeLuz
https://www.instagram.com/circledeluz/
https://www.facebook.com/CircledeLuz
https://twitter.com/circledeluz
http://www.circledeluz.org/


FINANCE CHAIR

BOARD CHAIR

RELATIONSHIP & SPONSORSHIP CHAIR

VICE CHAIR

ADELANTE COLLEGE/CAREER PATHWAYS CHAIR

RELATIONSHIP & SPONSORSHIP CHAIR

MARY KATHRYN ELKINS

ROSIE MOLINARY

LAURA MURDOCK

JOCELYN NEGRON-RIOS

CRYSTAL TROTTER

LUCIA ZAPATA-GRIFFITH

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

CLASS CAPTAINS

DANIELLE KOSIR
JANE MANGAN
BARBARA RANDOLPH
COURTNEY ZUNIGA

GABRIELA ANDRADE
BARBARA CONTRERAS
BETSY HAUER
ERIKA POPLIN

Class of 2022
LISA ANSTEY
ANNA FREULER
KRISTEN MOORE
CRISEIDA RICO

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Class of 2025
ELKA CEDENO
SILVIA ESPINOZA
KENIA MEDRANO
JESSICA ROJAS

VANESSA MARTINEZ

LORENA PRIEGO PROGRAM AND COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR

DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCE DIRECTOR

ROSA CORDERO
ROSY CRUMPTON
MEGHAN MACIAG

Class of 2021



This year, we welcomed Vanessa Martinez as our new Development and Finance Director.
Serving previously as our Program and Evaluation Manager, Vanessa has graciously
accepted a role that will create more financial opportunities and stability for Circle de
Luz, and will allow us to further our mission for this year and beyond. We also had the
opportunity to work alongside an intern from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte
in the Department of Social Work. Veronica Monroig-Calvo was able to support several
areas within the organization, including the successful creation and execution of a new
Circle de Luz program. Veronica conceptualized and launched our case management
program which will formally launch this fall. We look forward to seeing how this program
positively impacts our hijas and families.   

Also, we are so excited to share that our Class of 2021 hijas have officially graduated high
school, and are ready to begin the next phase of their educational journey. We are so
proud of Alexis, Stacey, Nikki, Gloria, and Maria for their amazing commitment to their
education and to Circle de Luz. We would also like to highlight their Class Captains,
Meghan, Rosy, and Rosa. These three amazing women invested their time, love, and
energy into each one of our members for 6 six years and created unimaginable impact in
each of their lives. We can’t wait to see what the future holds for each one of our hijas,
and the incredible path each one will take as they step into the world. 

We are looking forward to what this year will bring. We can’t wait to see all our hijas
thrive, and continue to move forward towards achieving all their goals. We thank you
again for your encouragement, patience, support, and hope that we can continue to
count on you as we dive into a new school year. 

Mil Bendiciones, 

Lorena Priego and Vanessa Martinez

R A D I C A L L Y  E M P O W E R I N G
 Y O U N G  L A T I N A S

Thank you for your continued support throughout
these unique times! As we navigated the many
challenges COVID-19 created this past year, we
realized that we have enormous support within our
beautiful Circle de Luz community, and we are so
grateful. As the Circle de Luz staff, our priority has
always been to create a safe and loving environment
for our hijas, their families and our wonderful
volunteers. The pandemic allowed us to refocus our
programs, and gave us the opportunity to create
innovative ways to continue to have a meaningful
impact with each and every one of our members. 

mailto:vmonroig@uncc.edu


Every child deserves access to education and the
opportunity to pursue her potential.
Latinas face numerous unique challenges that
deserve our community’s attention.
Education is fundamental to personal success.
Compassionate mentoring facilitates possibility and
empowerment.
Exposure to opportunity matters.
Cultivating a community of leadership and service
creates engaged citizens of the world.
Supporting our hijas means embracing and being
accessible to their families.
Measuring impact and evaluating our processes is
essential to our success.

Circle de Luz radically
empowers young Latinas by

supporting their transformation
through extensive mentoring,

holistic programming, and
scholarship funds for further

education.

Immersed in an experiential
culture of learning, Latinas

served by Circle de Luz
exhibit resilience,

confidence, and authenticity
as they complete high school
and pursue further education.

M I S S I O N V I S I O N

G U I D I N G  B E L I E F S  A N D  C O M M I T M E N T S



“The place in which I’ll fit will not exist until I make it.” These words by James Baldwin
capture the feeling that began to emerge for Rosie Molinary in 2007 while on her book
tour. She always made time to go to a high school with a large Latina population to do
a workshop or a group discussion while she was traveling and, from those
conversations came this inkling that our educational system was not set up to allow for
the success of the many- it was created to highlight the few bright stars and pour into
their development, and to identify the challenging students and “manage” them. This
left out a large swath of students with high potential and drive to succeed but who
would be overlooked without someone creating a place for them to fit. Rosie would
balk at being called a revolutionary but when she brought together a focus group of
women who were instrumental in forming Circle de Luz, that is what she became. Rosie
has led the charge for this organization since it’s beginnings in 2008 and, while she
adamantly denies it, has been the glue that has kept it together through some
challenging times. Under her capable, grace-filled, and humble style of leadership,
the organization has grown from a group of 6 volunteer board members with a $500
budget, to a vibrant professionally staffed program (with soon to be 3 staff members)
and a budget of more than 350 times what we started with in 2008! Rosie has so much
to be proud of as she transitions out of being board chair and we have so much to be
grateful to her for. Circle de Luz has become an organization with a clear mission,
vision, and set of values that will continue to grow, evolve and live on decades after
this moment, however, Rosie’s heart, love for others, and devotion to an educational
system centered around justice will always be the foundation on which the success of
this program is built. Rosie, thank you for all that you have done in service to others, in
service to the Latinx community, and in service to all of those who have had the
pleasure of working with you. 

L E T T E R  T O  O U R  L E A D E R  &  F R I E N D



Our Class of 2021 hijas had a very unique
final Circle de Luz year. Most of them had
virtual learning for both school and Circle

de Luz! Despite the virtual element, we
worked hard to create engaging and

meaningful activities that transcended
Zoom. During one of the Class of 2021’s

most exciting programs, the girls had the
opportunity to learn about Black poetry

and found themselves incredibly drawn to
the subject. They learned about poetry

from the 20th and 21st centuries and
enjoyed learning about different poets as
well as their styles. The girls were open to

discussion and found it interesting to
learn what the poets were trying to
portray in correlation to the current

political environment. 

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  C L A S S  H I G H L I G H T S

Class of 2021

Our Class of 2022 hijas entered their Junior
year with excitement and the desire to

reinforce connections lost at the end of the
previous year due to the pandemic. One of
their most memorable programs was their
check-in with their Class Captains. During
this program, the girls had the opportunity
to share their experiences freely, voice any
concerns they were having, and enjoy each

other's company, all while using their
creativity to decorate a cookie kit that had
been delivered to them. This activity helped

them reignite their bonds while learning
and practicing a new skill. The opportunity
to meaningfully connect while making sure

our members have support has been
incredibly important during these uncertain

and challenging times. 

Class of 2022



This year, the Class of 2023 captains
wanted their members to experience a

program that showcased the
importance of their voices and how to
use their idea to make an impact. We

work with members of the Lambda
Theta Alpha Latin Sorority Inc. to host a
panel that conveyed the need for the

girls to begin advocating for
themselves and their loved ones. They
learned how unity strengthens women,
and what their involvement can mean

for their own lives and generations
coming behind them. We were happy

to see all our hijas engaged, and
interested in taking on a more active

role in their community. 

Class of 2023

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  C L A S S  H I G H L I G H T S

Class of 2024
Our Class of 2024 hijas were able to be

part of a program that taught them about
an important organization that is

creating wonderful opportunities for our
community. We had the pleasure of

having staff members from The Bulb, - a
community farm/Non-Profit Organization
that provides fruits and vegetables in the
downtown area, share their mission and

work in the Charlotte community. The girls
were excited to see how the concept of a

local farm could provide so many
resources for many families in need.

Additionally, the team from the Bulb was
able to guide our girls through the

process of creating their own “Home
Garden” as we had seeds and growing
kits delivered to each hija. They were

taught the importance of creating
sustainable ways to grow your own

vegetables, and learned how easy it is to
begin a garden of your own. Together

they painted/decorated their pots,
sowed and planted several flower and
vegetable seeds. We look forward to
hearing how their individual garden is

doing and learn how it may have inspired
them to continue caring for our planet. 

 



Our Class of 2025 hijas said goodbye to middle school
and are looking forward to the start of their high school

journeys. This past year, one of their most memorable
programs was one that was hosted by Escape Artist. In

preparation of this workshop, each of our hijas received
a kit that included a bullet journal, markers, and a ruler.

The facilitators took the opportunity to convey the
importance of gratitude through the use of art. They
created an environment that would allow the girls to
express themselves freely and more fully appreciate

what they had . In the midst of the pandemic, we were
proud to be able to present the girls with a program that

would allow them to have a positive outlet and the
chance of creating something beautiful. 

Class of 2025

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  C L A S S  H I G H L I G H T S



Virtual Family Program
A s  w e  e m b r a c e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n n e c t

w i t h  o u r  h i j a s  a n d  f a m i l y ’ s  v i r t u a l l y ,
w e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n d  e x e c u t e d
o u r  S p r i n g  o f  2 0 2 0  F a m i l y  p r o g r a m  v i a

Z o o m .  A s  a  w a y  t o  b r i n g  o u r  f a m i l y ’ s
t o o l s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  u s e f u l  f o r

e v e r y o n e ,  w e  i n v i t e d  L i s a  K o n d s t a n d t
a n d  R o s a  C o r d e r o  t o  l e a d  t h e

p r o g r a m .  
 

Summer Reading
E V E R Y  S U M M E R ,  W E  A R E  E X C I T E D  T O  P R O V I D E

O U R  M E M B E R S  W I T H  T H R E E  B O O K S  T O
E N C O U R A G E  R E A D I N G ,  L I F E L O N G  L E A R N I N G ,  A N D

A  B R O A D E R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  T H E  W O R L D .
T H I S  Y E A R ,  W E  W E R E  F O R T U N A T E  T O  P A R T N E R

W I T H  M A I N  S T R E E T  B O O K S  O F  D A V I D S O N ,  N C
O N C E  A G A I N  T O  D E L I V E R  B O O K  B U N D L E S  T O

E A C H  O N E  O F  O U R  G I R L S .  C I R C L E  D E  L U Z  I S  S O
T H A N K F U L  T O  A D A H  F I T Z G E R A L D  A N D  M A I N

S T R E E T  B O O K S  F O R  T H E I R  O N G O I N G  S U P P O R T
A N D  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  G I V I N G  O U R  M E M B E R S  T H E
O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  E X P L O R E  T H E  W O N D E R S  O F  A N

I N S P I R I N G  B O O K .  

Summer Reading 
&

Virtual Family Program

Lisa, a mija for the Class of 2025, shared her expertise
in meditation, health and wellness and self-care. She
conveyed these incredibly important messages to our
family’s and led them in a virtual meditation session.
Rosa (mija and Class Captain for the Class of 2021),

hosted a Virtual Yoga session, where our family’s
discovered how to connect their bodies and minds

through different yoga poses and the art of breath. We
were beyond excited to see everyone come connect

online, and actively participate in these exercises. Our
family’s focus so much on creating a safe space for
their children that at times neglect their own well

being. Thank you Lisa and Rosa for hosting such an
amazing experience with our families. 



2021 GRADUATES

Alexis Morales Recio

Alexis graduated from Independence High School
and plans to attend Central Piedmont Community
College. She later plans to transfer to a 4 year college
such as UNC Charlotte or UNC Greensboro. She is
interested in pursuing several areas of studies
including psychology.
Mental health is important to Alexis, and she feels
passionate about wanting to support young people.
By far, one of Alexis’ favorite Circle de Luz programs
over the years was hiking Crowder’s Mountain. She is
not a big outdoors person, but she is proud of getting
through it. Another unforgettable experience for
Alexis was staying at the University of North Carolina
at Greensboro for a week-long camp one summer. To
the younger hijas in the program, Alexis says, “Stick
with this group. These women love you, and they
want to see all of us prosper. I know there's going to
be some days where you don't want to get out of
your comfy bed early in the morning, but it’ll all be
worth it in the end. Circle de Luz has opened me up
to so many opportunities and made me try things I
never would have done on my own”. Alexis looks
forward to starting college, getting her first car, and
possibly an apartment with another 2021 class
member.

I N D E P R E N D E N C E  H I G H  S C H O O L

Dominique "Nikki"
Ortiz

Dominique graduated from East Mecklenburg
High School and is planning on enrolling in the
United States Marine Corps. Of the many Circle de
Luz programs, Nikki loved the high ropes course
each year. She felt like it was a memorable shared
experience for all the hijas to participate in and
encourage each other through the challenges.
One thing that Nikki will take with her from Circle
de Luz is to never be afraid to ask for help in any
situation. To the younger hijas, Nikki says, “Never
be afraid to speak up about any situation/problem
that you have going on, because your class
captains and all the mijas in Circle de Luz will
ALWAYS be there for you no matter the
circumstance, and please enjoy the time you have
with your class captains because time really flies”.
After Circle de Luz, Nikki looks forward to
embracing the scary and experiencing some
independence. 

E A S T  M E C K L E N B U R G  H I G H  S C H O O L



2021 GRADUATES

Gloria Ortiz
Gloria graduated from East Mecklenburg High School.
She will be attending CPCC for two years and
transferring to UNC Charlotte to major in Social Work.
Gloria is most inspired to pursue social work because
she wants to help those who need support . A
memorable Circle de Luz program for Gloria was going
ice skating. She loved that it was her first time ice
skating as well as the first time for some of the other
hijas in the class. They all got to share in this first
together. After six years in the program, Gloria’s
takeaway is that everyone was always helpful and
pushed them to do their best. She felt that the Circle de
Luz family really cared about her future. Her advice to
the younger classes is: “Take this seriously. You’ll have a
lot of fun programs but when it comes down to learning
about the college process and other really important
things, just make sure that you’re all ears and listen to
what they have to say. It’ll all help you in the end.” In
this next phase of life, Gloria is open to what life has to
offer her.

E A S T  M E C K L E N B U R G  H I G H  S C H O O L

Maria Morales Salgado

Maria graduated from Phillip O Berry Academy of
Technology High School. She will be attending Princeton
University. She is pursuing the biomedical engineering field
and will be majoring in biological and chemical engineering
with a minor in applications of computing. She is most
inspired to pursue this career because she wants to help
others while exploring subjects she enjoys like math, science
and technology. It’s difficult for Maria to choose her favorite
Circle de Luz Program. Among some of the ones that stand
out are State of the Circle, the high ropes course,
volunteering at the Ronald McDonald House, and the
quarantine zoom meetings over the past year. What she
loved about Circle de Luz programs was the common thread
of community. Her advice to other hijas: “Remember to stick
to your passions and do what you love. DO NOT let anyone
else tell you that something is not possible or “to be
realistic” with your goals and dreams. Those dreams can
become your reality, and if it does not work out, I am
positive another opportunity awaits. Ask for help when you
need it and, wherever you go, be proud of who you are and
the story you have”. Maria is looking forward to new
opportunities, new experiences that await, and exploring
new places.

P H I L L I P  O .  B E R R Y  A C A D E M Y  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y  H I G H  S C H O O L



2 0 2 1  M I J A S

We would l ike to express our profound thanks to the Class of
2021 mijas who have believed in the mission of Circle de Luz
since the early days.  Your commitment provided a $6,500
scholarship for each Class of 2021 hi ja!  We are so grateful  to
our donors from all  over the world who believe in
empowerment and partner with us in this  important work.  

A special thank you to the Adelante: College and Career
Pathways mentors .  Your thoughtful  guidance and relentless
support of our hi jas and their  famil ies has been amazing.

CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF 2021!

T H A N K  Y O U !

ALEIGH ACERNI
JEANNE ACERNI
TATIANA AUSTIN
ALINA BARTLETT

BETSY BLAIR
DENISE BURKHARD

ELIZABETH BURLESON
LUCY CALDWELL
LAURA CAPUTO

CAROL CHILDRESS
ROSA CORDERO

NANCY COVINGTON
SUSAN DANIEL
ASHLEE DREYER
MINNA ELLIOTT

TERE EY
CATHERINE FISCHER
ADAH FITZGERALD

CATHERINE HAMILTON-GENSEN
SHAWN HARLAN

MEG HAYNES
ERIKA HERNANDEZ

BODIL HIMES
ANDERSON FAMILY

SHRUTTI JADHAV
KIMM JOLLY

COLLEEN KOPCHICK
JEANNE KUTROW

BETTY LEE
 

JANET LEFKOWITZ
LILLIAN LEGACY
GINA LEMONS

MEGHAN MACIAG
COLLEEN WILLIS

PATRICIA MACIAG
EMILY MACIAG

MARGARET MARSHALL
ELIZABETH MITCHELL
ROBERTO MOLINARY

LAURA PEPPER
ANA RAIFORD

JANIE REYNOLDS
MARY RICHARDS

SUSAN ROSS
MOLLY SHAW

MARCI SIMMONS
CLAUDIA SORIA
LINDA STATON

KERRIE STEWART
JENNIFER STUART

ERIN STUBBS
SUZANNE CARTER

JOANNE TATE
BEVERLY THIERWECHTER
CATHERINE THOMPSON

MARY WARE
MARLENA WERDER

COURTNEY ZUNIGA
KEY ENTERTAINMENT



Our mijas support an individual Circle de Luz class by making an annual donation towards their
scholarship fund for each year that the class is in the program. Because of their generosity, each

hija will receive a scholarship of at least $5,000 when she completes high school and pursues
further education.

M I J A S

CLASS OF 
2022

CLASS OF 
2023

CLASS OF 
2024

CLASS OF
2025

PAM ABIRACHED
OWICE AITALLOB
LISA ANSTEY
JENNY BEAUMONT
EUNICE BENT
PATRICIA BOTERO
PATRICIA BRESCIA
SUZANNE CASSIDY
ASHLEY CLARK
KELLEY COCK
DENIS CORUZZI
ORGENE COWELL
JESSICA DELUCIA
ANNA FREULER
JENNIFER GEYER
MELISSA GONZALEZ
LAURA GREENO
ERICA HANKS
JODI HELMER
DANIELLE KOSIR
ISHA LEE
JUDITH MACDONALD
MAGDALENA MAIZ-
PENA
JANE MANGAN
WENDY MATTHEWS
SUSAN MCDONOUGH
CHRISTINA MILLER
ROSIE MOLINARY
KRISTEN MOORE
MAKEDA
PENNYCOOKE
LISA PHILLIPS
RUTH PITTARD
ABBY PUNTAR
JENNY PURTILL
DONYA QUESADA
CRISEIDA RICO
LISA SAUNDERS
CRISTINA SHAUL
BROOKE THOMAS
CHERYL TRENHAILE
ODETTE VALDER
KARINA VOGEL
MARGARET VOGEL
HEATHER WARD
MARY WEBB
RUTH YOASH-GANTZ
 

LEAH AKER
SHANNON BAUERLE
STEPHANIE BENSINGER
JOANNE BLALOCK
JESSICA BOLIN
ALEXIS BOYCE
JEANNE BUCKINGHAM
SUZANNE CHURCHILL
SUSANA CISNEROS
BARBARA CONTRERAS
SUSAN DANIEL
NATALIE DECKARD
JD  DOLINER
LISA DUBOIS
MARY ELKINS
JENNIFER FOWLER
DARCI FRAHM
ADRIENNE FRENTZEL
CORY FRITZINGER
CANDY FURR
LUCIA GRIFFITH
ERICA GRIFFITH
MICHAEL GRIFFITH
KELSEY GRITT
SUZANNE GUASCO
NANDINI
HARIHARESWARA
JANET HINCE
JESSICA HOLLOWAY
RACHEL JOHNSON
DEBORAH KEENAN
BARBARA KIRBY
ROSEMARY KLEIN
DANIELLE KOSIR
SUSAN LEATH
CARYN LEE
TAMMIE LESESNE
MAGDALENA MAIZ-PENA
ALICE MANGAN
AMANDA MARTINEZ
DIANA MERRIFIELD
LAURA MURDOCK
ELIZABETH MURDOCK
EILEEN O'FLAHERTY
BERYL OJWANG
CAROLYN ORTMAYER
DIANA PARRA-GONZALEZ
JOY PATTERSON
STEPHANIE PRATT
KELSEY PRATT
BARBARA RANDOLPH
KRISTA RANKIN
KIT REA
GEORGIA RINGLE
CHRISTY SALTERS
DIANA SANCHEZ
DONNA SCOTT
MICHELLE SERRANO
LAUREN SIMMONS
SHANNON VECCHIARELLO
ELIZABETH WATT
TIFFANI WHITMIRE
ALEXANDRA ZUNIGA
MARCELLA ZUNIGA

DIANA ALVEAR
GABY ANDRADE
JENNIFER BAND
JOCELYN HONOR
BERRIOS
ALISON BRADLEY
AMY BRITTAIN
MICHELLE BROWNE
LUCY CAMINITI
JACKIE CARNEY
DAVID CARRASCO
ROAXANA CARRASCO
ERIKA CARRASCO
MICHELLE CICOLETTI
AMANDA DEISENROTH
EVAN DUNNAGAN
MARY ELKINS
ANNA FREULER
MARA GLATZEL
ALMA GUZMAN
BETSY HAUER
CAROL HAUER
TOM HAUER
JODI HELMER
MARGIE HENRY
TAMMY HERRMANN
WISTY HOLLEMAN
ALEXANDRA KAVAL
ELLEN KIRBY
STEPHANIE LEON-
SANTIAGO
LAUREN LEVERENZ
MALONE LOCKABY
MAGDALENA MAIZ-
PENA
VANESSA MARTINEZ
JANE MCCOLL
JEREMIAH MCCRORY
DANIEL MERCADO
NIKKI MOORE
JEANNE NEUMANN
SHANNON O'GEEN
LAURA OWANESIAN
ANA PATINO
ROBIN PERRIGO
ANGIE PHILLIPS
FRIDA PIANKA
LORENA PRIEGO
SANDRA RETTIS
IRENE REYES
MANDY SALLACH
MEG SAWICKI
COURTNEY STALLMANN
KATHLEEN STANLEY
LISSETTE TORRES
CRYSTAL TROTTER
CYNTHIA VERGARA
JULIE WHITTED
ALLIE WILSON
REA WRIGHT

LILIANA ANGEL
JOANNA AVANT
KATE BARR
CLARISA BEST
LAUREN BLAISING
MELISSA BROKAW
BLAKE BROOKSHIRE
ELKA CEDENO
MAURA CHAVEZ
SUZANNE
CHOMICZEWSKI
CLARA CLEMENTS
ANN COSTA
DEBBIE DARDEN
MISTY DAVIS
LACEY DELLINGER
PAM DYKSTRA
SILVIA ESPINOZA
REBECCA FALLON
KATHARINE FLORES
LUCIA GRIFFITH
BETSY HAUER
JODI HELMER
MICHELE HOUCK
LEIGH HUTHER
JENNIFER JARA
HARRIET KESSLER
LISA KONSTANDT
WENDY MATTHEWS
KENIA MEDRANO
KAY NORRIS
SHANNON O'GEEN
ANDREA OLIVER
JULIA ORLANDO
MAGDALENA PEÑA
YARA QUEZADA
RENEE ROBERSON
JESSICA ROJAS
MICHELE SHAUL
COLLEEN THRAILKILL
DANA VANSICKLE
THANH VU
MARY WARE
ANDREA WASH
SALLY WATSON
ANNA WHEELER



T h i s  y e a r  C i r c l e  d e  L u z  w a s  a w a r d e d  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0
t h r o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  W a y ’ s  U n i t e  C h a r l o t t e

g r a n t .  O r i g i n a l l y  l a u n c h e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e
c i v i c  u n r e s t  t h a t  e r u p t e d  i n  C h a r l o t t e  i n  t h e

f a l l  o f  2 0 1 6 ,  U n i t e  C h a r l o t t e  p r o v i d e s  n o t
o n l y  f u n d i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g

i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  l o c a l  g r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
a d v a n c i n g  r a c i a l  e q u i t y  a n d  a d d r e s s i n g

e c o n o m i c  m o b i l i t y .
W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l

s u p p o r t  U n i t e  C h a r l o t t e  h a s  g r a n t e d  u s .  
T h i s  f u n d i n g  h a s  g i v e n  C i r c l e  d e  L u z  a n

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g r o w  o u r  s t a f f  a n d  h i r e  a
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e  D i r e c t o r ,  a

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f
o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  U n i t e  C h a r l o t t e  h a s  k i n d l y
p r o v i d e d  o u r  s t a f f  w i t h  n o n p r o f i t  t r a i n i n g
a n d  s u p p o r t  w i t h  D u k e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  T h e

U n i t e d  W a y  o f  C e n t r a l  C a r o l i n a s .  W e  a r e
d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  f o r  2 0 2 1

f u n d i n g  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r
c o n t i n u e d  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  U n i t e  C h a r l o t t e .

 

UNITED CHARLOTTE GRANT



JESSICA ANDERSON
THE ANDERSON FAMILY
LISA ANSTY
JOANNA AVANT
ANDREA BACA
JENNIFER C BAND
MOLLY BARKER
MARY BARONE
KATHRYN BARR
LAURA BELTRAN
NANNETTE BENNETT
NORMA BERRIOS
LAUREN BLASINGS
SHANAEE BODRICK
JESSICA BOLIN
MICHELLE BOULDIN
GINA BOURDECUX
ERIKA AND DAVID CARRASCO
BLAIR CARPENTER
AMANDA CASH
MICHELLE CICOLETTI
CARLA CLEMENTS
JENNIE K. CLIFTON
LYNDA COCK
CANDANCE COFFEY
BOB COLEMAN
JANE COOK
ROSA CORDERO
BILLIE SUE CRABTREE
BRITTA AND RUSSELL CRANDALL
SHARI CROUSE
ROSY CRUMPTON
MELISSA DASILVA
DERRICK DEESE
AMY DIAMOND
MEREDITH E. DUKES
PAMELA DYKSTRA
MARY KATHRYN ELKINS
PAT AND DAVID ELKINS
CARA EVANSON
EURALIS FIGUEROA
ADAH FITZGEARLD
JEN FOWLER
MARY FRANCES MORGAN

Our Circle de Posibilidad donors and Community Partners fund our programming and
operations costs.  Their generosity makes our many diverse programs possible.

C I R C L E  D E  P O S I B I L I D A D  D O N O R S  A N D
C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S

C O R P O R A T E  S P O N S O R S

VIRGIE TOVAR
DAVID VASQUEZ
DIANA VELASQUEZ PEINADO
LIZ VETERNICK
STEPHEN VOGEL
ALICE WATSON
ANNA WHEELER
JULIE WHITTED
ANGELA H. WOODS
DANA WORLEY
MILLER YOHO
JESSY SIEFKEN
ANDREA STEPHENSON
BETSY AND EDWARS STEWART
MARY TEW
COLLEEN AND WAYNE THRAIKILL
KAREN TONEY
VIRGIE TOVAR
DAVID VASQUEZ
DIANA VELASQUEZ PEINADO
LIZ VETERNICK
STEPHEN VOGEL
ALICE WATSON
ANNA WHEELER
JULIE WHITTED
ANGELA H. WOODS
DANA WORLEY
MILLER YOHO
CHARLOTTE MECKLENBURG SCHOOLS
DOC PORTERS DISTILLERY
DZ PRO REALTY
ESCAPE ARTISTS
I AM NOT THE MEDIA
LAMBDA PI CHI SOROITY
LATINO COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION
MAINSTREET BOOKS
PUZZLE BREAK
THE BULB

JANE W. HOLLAND
LESLIE JOHNSON
MIKI KATO-STARR
ALEXANDRA KAVAL
STEVEN AND HARRIET KESSLER
JUDI KETTELER
JENNIFER KINNEY
SHAKIA KRIKSEY
DENISE KIERNAN
SUE KNAPE
NANCE LANGWORTH
JOHN LAPAK
MICHELLE LEVI
MARIEL LICEAGA
DAVID LOPEZ LEON
VIRGINIA MACOMBER
MAGDALENA MAIZ PENA
BARRETT MALLOS
MAITE MANDAKOVIC
MARGARET MARSHALL
AMANDA R MARTINEZ
KRISTIN MASON RANKIN
SARAH AND MATHEW MAY
WENDY MATTHEWS
ELAINE MAYETTE

ANNA FREULER
SANDY FRYLING
KATIE GAUNTNER
CHARLOTTE COKER GIBSON
THE ROBYN AND ALEX GELLMAN
FOUNDATION
MARA GLATZEL
MIKE GOODE
ANNA GUEST-JELLEY
ALMA GUZMAN
ANN HALEY
ENE HARBER
JANE HARPER
BETSY HAUER
ANN HALEY
DAVID HAYNES
TYLER HELFRICH
JODIE HELMER
WIL HEFLIN
LOGAN HENDERSON
BODIL HIMES

JESSY SIEFKEN
ANDREA STEPHENSON
BETSY AND EDWARS STEWART
MARY TEW
COLLEEN AND WAYNE THRAIKILL
KAREN TONEY

AMANDA MILLER
HUGH AND JANE MCCOLL
KENIA MEDRANO
ANN A MERRILL
AMANDA MILLER
AMY MOFFATT
ROBERTO L.  MOLINARY
ROSIE MOLINARY
GIANIRA "GIGI" MOLINARY 
NIKKI MOORE
LAURA MURDOCK
ROSA MURILLO
KAY NORRIS
JOCELYN NEGRON-RIOS
MARA NORRIS
TERRY OHR
MARIA PARHAM
JOY J PATTERSON
DIANA PELLEGRINO
IRVING PEREZ 
JESSICA PERIANZA
LYNN POLAND
ROSA QUIMI
KRISTA RANKIN
SALLY RAZACK
MELISSA REDDICK
DANIELLA REICHSTETTER
IRENE REYES
BRENDA REUTER
CHRISTINA ROGERS
CHRISTY ROGERS
LYGIA SEREGHETTI ROLIM DE SOUZA
VIRGINIA RUMBLEY
CARLOS AND DIANA SANCHEZ
ERIKA SANCHEZ
CLAIRE SCHMIDT
KENDRA SCOTT
REBECCA SCRITCHFIELD
JILL SEALE
ELIZABETH SCHAPER
BLOSSOM SHOP
JOHN SHORT



ALBEMARLE FOUNDATION

BRIGHTHOUSE FINANCIAL

CHARLOTTE MECKLENBURG
COMMUNITY FUND

FIRST CITIZENS BANK

ORTHOCAROLINA

MYERS PARK UNITED METHODIST

MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

TRULIANT FEDERAL CREDIT UNION  

ST.  PETER'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

UNITE CHARLOTTE

WALTON FAMILY FOUNDATION

$5,000.00

$17,500.00

$2,500.00

$1,000.00

$6,000.00

$10,000.00

$5,000.00

$7,500.00

$3,000.00

$25,000.00

$2,000.00

 

G R A N T  R O L L  C A L L
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2020-2021
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

2

$96,237 

35 270 19

BOARD
MEMBERS

PROGRAMS
EXECUTED MIJAS

CLASS
CAPTAINS

27 ALUMNAE5 2021 COLLEGE
GRADUATES

STAFF
MEMBERS

$75,559

GRANT MONEY
RECEIVED

$32,500
GRANTED IN

SCHOLARSHIPS TO
THE CLASS OF 2021

FISCAL YEAR
EXPENSES

# OF TIMES WE
HAD TO SAY
"YOU'RE ON

MUTE" 

2
CIRCLE DE LUZ

INTERNS

$17,517
AMOUNT
RAISED IN

FUNDRAISERS

5,000



 

Gracias!

On behalf of Circle de Luz

contact@circledeluz.org

Stay Connected!

http://www.circledeluz.org/
http://circledeluz.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CircledeLuz
https://www.instagram.com/circledeluz/
https://www.facebook.com/CircledeLuz
https://twitter.com/circledeluz

